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LAWS AND REGULATIONS 


CENTRAL 


` Miners’ Moeting. 


~N 


At a meeting of the miners of this 
district, held on the 21st day of Novem- 
ber, 1859; Capt. Tnomas Dunstan was 
called to the chair and Jonn H R Dux- 
stran was chosen Secretary 

A motion was then made and carried, 
that a new district, to be known as “ Cen- 
tral Mining District,” be erected accord- 
ing to the limits prescribed ın the follow- 
ing resolutions, to wit - 

Resolved, That we, the people of Cen- 
tral aces ane hereby enact and 
create a new gistrict, to be known and 
called as hefeinbefore stated—to be 
bounded as follows, to wit on the orth, 
by Jefferson and Deadwood diggings, on 
the east. by the summit of the Rocky 
Peaks , on the seuth, by Enterprise and 
Quartz Valley Districts, on the west, by 
the summit of the Snowy range 

The meeting then proceeded to the 
election of the following fficers Carr 
Tuomas Duveiay Present, T Tav- 
Lor, Justice of he Peace, Jons H R 
Donaraiy, Recorder Eriw Bowers, 
Stake Driver B C Erswortit, Sherif, 
of the aturesiid district 

Laws wer? passed for the government 
of the district The editor of the Rocky 
Mountain News was requested to publish 
the preceeding: and she meeunz ad- 
yourne l 

Tuomas Dusstas 

Jous H R Desstris 


Chei man 
Secretary 


Yoar comanutee, for the codification of 
te laws of Centrah- Mining District, beg 
leave to report that they have examuned 
he resolutions submitted to them, and 
with a few alterations und additions re- 
vommend them tor adoption 


By-Laws for the Government of 
Central Mining District. 


Articcre | There shall be two Jus- 
uces of the Peace, one Recorder. ome 
Stale-Drrver and one Sheriff, who shall 
be elected annually 

Art 2? Allclaims made by discovery 
shall be 200 feet long by 50 feet wide, 
and all cross lodes, within said territory, 
shall be the property of said claim owner ; 
all pre-emption claims shall be 100 feet 
long by 50 feet wide. 

Arr. 3. All discovery claims shall be 
marked as such; discovery or purehased 
claims; when staked and recorded, shall 
be held as vested nghts. 

Arr. 4. All clams must be,,opeged, 
staked and recorded within fifteen day: 


, after-the Ist day of May, 16860, or will 


be forfeited and all claims pre-empted 
after that ime, shall be opamed, staked 
and recorded within fifteen days after 
taken up or they will be forfeited. 

Art. 5. No quartz claim shall be re- 
corded, unless the lode’1s exposed by ac- 
tual work, and-gold- discovered~by wash- 
1ag-or otherwise. 

Art, 6. Every person shall be en- 
titled to one guich claim, one quartz claim 
and one water claim, by rightof pre-emp- 
ton. e Fk tg ks 

Ant. 7. All timber on quartz lodes 
shall be claimed 100 feet on each side, by 
owners of said lode claims, and when 
lodes run near each other the umber shall 
be equally divided between the respective 
owners. ° 

Art. 8. Gulch claims shall be 100 
feet up and down, and from bank to bank, 
and shall be opened, staked and recorded 
within 15 days after they are taken up. 

Axr. 9. All mill compames shall 
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have 20 feethead on stream, large enough 
to run mills, and,shall hold the same so 
long as they use” aid water power. If 
not used tn fifteen days after taken, shall 
be forfeited, unless a statement 1s filed, 
under oath, with the recorder, that the 
party holds said water power while he 
goes to the States, or any other place, 
for proper machinery &c. When such 
statement has been filed, specifying the 


ume that the party will be absent, said 
claim must be considered sacred until said 


statement expires. -> 

Art 10. No water claim shali be sold’ 
unless imprevements are on it,to the 
amount of $100 | Mere 

Arr. 11. When Water Companies are 
engaged in bringing water into any por- 
tion of the mines, they shall have the 
right of way secured to them, and may 
pass over any claim. road, or other ditch, 
but shall so guard themselyes in passing,, 
as not to injure the party over whose 
ground they pass. y ` yO 

Arr 12 Be st.“urther enacted, That 
all claims on flats and patch diggings, be 
100 feet square. 

Arr 13. The Recorder shal! require 
every person, to prove by two disinterested 
witnesses that the lode has been opened 
on his or her, claim, by actual work, and 
that gold hds been discovered on said 
claim, the Recorder shall put said wi- 
nesses upon oath 
~ Arr 14 It shall be the duty of t 
Recorder to take charge of and saf 
keep, all records, he shall keep i 
books, one for claims, one for bills of sa. 
morigages,; Re., umy Shil keep them pre 
perly indexed, so that a record can be 
found by referente to index, and all 
records shall be made by him or his dep- 
uty 

ven 15. The books of the Recerder 
shall be always open to the inspection of 
the public, and shaff.never be taken from 
the Recorder’s hands; but any person 
shall be entitled to gopy any record at any 
reasonable time. 

Arr. 16. All Hills of sale or convey- 
ances of claims, shall be witnessed by at 
least two disinteresfed witnesses, and re- 
corded. ; 

Arrt. 17. All buildings shall be re 
corded, when vacated, and held as vested 
rights ji ! 

Arr. 18. Thefees of the Recorder 
shall be fifty centsfor every clam, bull of 
sale, deed or conveyance recorded. 

Arr. 19 The Stake Driver shall 
mark all stakes with proper names and 
dates, (numbers to be cut in the stakes), 
and drive them asdirected by the claim- 
ants, but not befere ascertaimmg from 
the Recorder that gaid claims are proved 
to be stakeable, or that they have 6tposed 
the ‘ode, discovered gold, and proved the 
same The Stake Dryer shall receive 
50 cents for each stake, and 25 cents per 


mue one way, shall keep a record of | 


every stake, number, date, parties names, 
name of lode and course, in a book kept 
for that purpose. The fees of the Stake. 

Driver must be paid to the Recorder. 
Arr. 20. When any person 1s ag- 
grieved in regard to a claim, he shall file 
with any commissiened Justice of the 
peace, or in‘his absence, the President of 
the Mimers’ Association, a statement of 
his grounds of complaint, which shall also 
have the names of the partes complamed 
of, and a prayer that they may be sum- 
moned to appear and answer. There- 
upon, the Justice (or President) shall 1s- 
sue a summons to.the adverse party, to 
appear ant answer, within three days, If 
he fail to do so, the complaint shall be 
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taken as true, and execution issued. If 
he appear and answer, the Justice (or 
President) shall summon a venire of nine 
persons, from which each party shall . 
strike off one until there remain three, | 
who shall proceed to hear the evidence of ei 
the parties, with or without counsel, and 
try the case. Any juror may be chal- 
lenged for cause shown either by his dwn 
evidence. or the evidence of others. 

- Should the party losing feel aggriev. - 
‘by the decision, ed may ‘appeal ia eee: -7 
tof twelve men, by paying costs already, ; p% 
accrued, which jury shall be selected by; ... 7 
the Justice (or President) and their ded 
ason shall be final. “ 

“Arr. 21. The Sheriff shall have pow- 
er to serve notices and executions, and he 
shall have power to summon parties: put 
parties in posession of property, decided 
to be by law, summon jurors, and do such 
service as a Sheriff ın any other place 
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may do, and shall be entitled to receive 4 
double the legal fees provided by the Š 
Statutes of Kansas F rt 
Arr 22. The Justice (or President “YZ 
shall be entitled to five dollars for presid- f 
ing at each trial and making out the pa- N 
pers. š 
Arr. 23. The jury and witnesses ® “F 
shall be entitled to two dollars and a half F 
each, per day € 
Anr 24 The defeated party in each i 

t ta be hable for all costs of the suit, i 
Jastice (or President) shall issue E 

n for the same, which shall! be j 

from any property the person so -4 

nay have—excepting tools, bedding, 

uing, and necessary :proyasions. fOr — snes < mey 
three months FOG 
Arr 25. In any case either party - 3 
may call upon the other to give security ; 


for costs, or the suit shall be dismissed # : 
plainuff, or defeated if defendant.) ** ~, ‘ i 


q 


Arr. 26, All fines shall be| paid to 
the Justice of the Peace. 


Art. 27. All Justices of the Peace j 
shall give bonĝsfor the faithful perform- ‘$ 
ance of their ‘duties. $: 

Arr 28 Any person found guilty of r 
perjury, shall receive not more than fifty Gh 
nor less than ten lashes on the bare back. ~i 

Ant, 29 Any person found guilty of A 
‘salting "—as ıt is usually’ termed—or — 
putting gold in either quartz of gulch ‘ 
claims, for the purpose of deceiving and 
swindling persons, or by exhibiting and at 
reporting that specimens of gold came wi 
out of claims that did not,’shall receive , BAS 
not mòre than one hundred nor less than | oa RS 
twenty lashes on the bare back. ; 

Arr. 30. Any person found guilty of É 
pulling up, defacing or altering stakes, +; 
in any manner whatever, or destroying EA 
any notice, shall pay a fine, of not more a 


than ene hundred nor less than than ten’ 
dollars, or in default thereof, shall receive 
not more than one“hundred nor less than 
ten lashes on the bare back. } - 

Art. 31. Any person found guilty of 
theft, shall receive not more than one 
hundred nor less than ten lashes on the 
bare hack. 

Arr. 32. Any person found guilty of ' r 
murder, shall be hung by the neck until x 
dead, or be banished from the mines, and 4 
property confiscated. 

Art. 33. Any person found guilty of , fo ¥ 

‘ any of the aforementioned crimes, may} - - 
be banished from the mines. 

Passed at the Mimers meeting, No- 
vember the 21st, one thousand eight hun- 
dred and fifty-nme. . 

THOMAS DUNSTAN, Presi. 
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Joun H. R. Dunsran, Recorder. f 
“According to copy. * K 
ai 


